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in. Chartham News:Or a Brief Relation cffome 
Strange Bmes there lately digged up^ infonie 
Grounds of Mr John SomnerV/« Canterbury. 

To the Reader. 

Kind Reader, 

He Jk'thor of th^part Difcourfe^ eve^ whilji he was 
Pipon ity and had fear ce read It over himfelf wasfeized 
upon ^ firfi by Jickf^efs^ then deaih:^ the common Fate 
of all men. If therefore there be any thing amlfs^ or imp erf eB 
ift it^ it would he great unkindnefs. to impute it to him^ who 
bj fuch unavoidable necejfitj was prevented the benefit of a re- 
view 5 and no lefs unkindnefs perchance^ though more tolera-- 
ble^ to blame him^ whoy as out of a due refpe^f to the Author :^ 
foy out of a defire to gratifie them^ (not a few probably^ who 
may defire to fat k fie their Curiofities^ or improve their Know-* 
ledge^ in fuch things 5 hdth publifhed it. FareweL 

ALtho it may, and perhaps muft be granted, that Mi^ 
r(e(;/ex(ftri(f!:Iyunderftood) are long finceceafed: yet 
in the latitude of the notion, comprehending all. things 
uncouth and ftrange, (miranday as well as miraculai^ won- 
ders, as well as miraclesj they are not fo : but do, more 
or lefs, fomewhere or other, daily exert, and Chew them- 
felves. jD/Vj- Diem docet. New days make new difcoveries^ 
efpecially to fuch as are in any meaiure curious.Cfhall I fay) 
or ingenious and inquifitive 5 as few enough amongft us 
herein England are, unlefs aded and animated by foroe 
profit or advantage to themfelves by the difcovery ; how 
confiderable and remarkable foever it may be other wife. 
TiS true, New Lights are now aday^ much cried up : but 
as in matters fmoftlyj of Religion j fo (it you mark it) 
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by whom? But fuch, as not fo mudi for Confdence, as 
for lucre-fake, broach^and intrude them upon a credulous 
giddy fort of people, whofe applaufe they firft catch, and 
then their purfes. . But leaving thefefpiritual Mountebanks,, 
and their counterfeit ware, Nem Lights only in pretence 3 
I (hall here acquaint you with a piece of New Light in- 
deedj but of another kind, ^refented and held forth upon 
no account or aim at all of profit or advantage to the pub* 
liftier 5 (but if hemiftakesnot) oigood ufeand profit fin 
point of knowledge) unto others,(1 earned. Ji^^i^/^^wj' and 
Naturalijis, as I fuppofe) of more skill, infight and Judg- 
ment, ( if they pleafe to employ them on this occalionsi^ 
in things fo rare and extraordinary, than he can, doth, or 
would be thought to pretend unto. Well, to the matter 
of fad then. 

MxJohnSommry in the month oi Septembef^ 166^. fink- 
ing a Wdl at a new Houfe of his in Chartham, a Village 
about 3 miles from C^^fer^/srry, towards Apford^ on a (helv- 
ing ground, or bankfide, within 12 rods of the River.run^ 
niiig from thence to Canterburj^and fo to Sandwich Haven ^ 
and digging for that purpofe abouL (eventeen foot deep, 
through gravelly and chalky ground, and two foot into 
the Springs 5 there met with, took and turned up a parcel 
of ftrange and monftrous Bones, fome whole, feme broken, 
together with four Teeth, perteft and found, bat in a 
manner petrified, and turned into Stone ; weighing (each 
Tooth) fomething above half a pound, and almo(t as big 
Cfonie of them) as a mans fift, Cheek-Teeth, or Grind- 
ers, as to the form, they are all, not much unlike, but for 
the bignefs, the Grinders of a Man. And whereas I faid, 
dmaji as bigj fome of them j as a mansjijl : u brings to my 
remembrance what I have read in hdomcm Vlves^ of fucli 
a Tooth, but a little bigger ^ Qdens molarh pugito m.jor 5 
he (aith : that is, a Cheek-Toothy bigger than a fif) which 
was (hewed to dim for one of St C/oriflophe/s Teeth, and 
Was kept in a Church chat bare his name t which whether 
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he believed or not I know not: but contradiQ: it he doth 
not I am fure 5 neither he, nor his learned companion, 
whom he doth name there. Jnft foch another Tooth of 

thebignefs^ he faith, of an ordinaryfijiy was feen by Acofiay 
(a very creditable Author) in the Indies^ digged ont of the 
ground, in one of their hoefes there, with many other 
Bones ^ which put together reprefented a Man,^ of a for^ 
midable, or aslie fpeaketh, deformed bigmfs^^ m^greatnefs .• 
as he judged of it. And fo niuft we have judged o£ thefe 
Teeth, aud of the Body to which they belonged 5 had not 
other Rones been found with them, which could not be 
Mans Bones- Some that have feen them^ by the Teeth, 
and fome other cireumftances, are ot opinion, that they 
are the Bones of an Hippopotami:^ or Equm Humalk:^ that 
is, a River-horfi 5. for a Sta-horfe^ as Commonly nnderftood 
and exhibited, is a fiftitious thing.* Ytt?liny makes Hippo^ 
potamum (wari^ terr^^ amni communem^ to belong to Sea^ 
hmd and Rimrs. But what are the differences and pro- 
perties ot each kind, I leave to others to enquire. The 
Earth or Mould about them, and in which they all lay, 
being like a Sea-earth, or Fulling-earth, not a ftone in it, 
Enlel you dig three foot deeper, and then it rifes a per- 
fca gravel. 

So have you the ftory, an account, if you pleafe, of 
what was found, where,, when, and upon what occafion^^ 
For more publick fatisfadion, and to facilitate the difco- 
very 5. at leaft, to help fuch who are minded to employ 
their skill ingueffing and judging of the Creature, whoi^ 
remains thefe are, what it was for kind 5 we have by and 
with the help of an able Limner, adventured on a Scheme, 
or Figure, of feveral of the Teeth and Bones, with their 
refpeftive dimenficns> of breadth, length, and thicknefs^ 

No man, we conceive, not willing to be cenfured of 
mfhnefs, will be very forward to divine, much lefs to de- 
ine or determine, what the Creature was 5 and doubtlefs 
dubious enough it is, whether of the twain, the Sea or 

the 
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the Land may more rightly lay claim unto it Butleaving 
all others to the freedom of their own judgments and con- 
jedures 3 if be may have the fame liberty from them for 
his, who as he knows the place, with the Country about 
it, hath taken a large time of confideration of all particu- 
lars and circumftances fit to be duly and deli l^rately weigh- 
ed and obferved in the cafe 5 he would adventure to con- 
jedure it to be fome Marine, or Sea-bred Cre.irure, to 
which the Land can of right lay no claim. But ^i ir^ittrng 
that (fuppofing it, Imean, a Sea-bred Creature^ how hen 
(will fome fay) (hould it poffibly ccme there? F^as m 
aridp .<? and at fuch a depth under ground coo > I ar:%er, 
firft^ with as little wonder as a Land creature (hould, which 
who with reafon can imagine to have ever had at firft fo 
deep a burial } Next I fay, the Mould, Soil or Earth, 
wh'^rein it lay, was altogether miry, like to that coenum 
(oafe^ feme call it J on many parts of the Sea coaft, both 
in England and abroad. But how poffibly (will it be faid) 
a Sea creature, when found at fo remote a diftance from 
the Sea? For folution (if it may be) of this, and the like 
incidental doubts, and removing all rubs out of the way 
of this conjecture 5 our future difcourfe and further pro- 
grefs in this argument, (hall branch itfelf out into thefe 
four following Qaeries. 

!• Whether the fituation and condition, face and figare 
of the place may poffibly admit of the Seas once infinua- 
ting itfelf thither ? 

2. Whether (that poffibiiity being granted.or evinced) 
the Sea did ever adually inlinuate itfelf fo far as to this 
place, and when ? 

5. How in probability, and when this Valley or Level, 
being once Sea laud, Ihould come to be fo quite (^^^ntd 
and forfaken of the Sea, as it is at this day ^ the Sea not 
approaching by fo many, a dozen miles, or more. 

4* By what means, the Sea once having its play theie^;, 
this Creature comes to lodge, ^nd be found fo deep in the 
ground, and under fuch a (helving banL 
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r. As for the firft (the places capacity and aptitude for the 
Seas influXjOf infinuation) fuch as know the utuation^withal 
cannot but kuow^and niuft agree it to be fo. As for ftrangers, 

and fuch as are unacquaioted with the place, for perfetdng 
information inwiiai cither the common Mods, or a par- 
ticularScheme and Draoglit of theLevelgherewiih inteiided, 
may chance to be defed:ive in ^ they may pleafe.to kiiow.that 
the place (tBe locMshci^ wq are upon, is a part of that wide, 
fair andfruitfui Level, or Valley, extendieg itfelf not lefs 
than twenty miles in length, between a continued feries 
and range of Hills, ' Ek)wns, or high grounds, lying at a 
pretty diftance each from other all the wav ; beginning at 
the Eafi Kentffh fliore, and ftretching it felf, Weft ward, 
by Smdwkhy Fordwich^ Canter hmy^ Chartham^ CMlham^ God- 
merjham, Wj, J/hfrrd, lometinie in a difed, Ibmetime in a 
winding courfe, as far at length, as to that famous fpaci- 
ous Level of Ro^my-marj^, and is waftied and watered all 
along, at leaft from about A/hford, by a fweet and plea* 
fant ^iver running through the midlf of it, as far as to 
Sandwich, and there by the Creek, or Haven-> emptying it 
felf into the Sea : nothing at all of obftruction, by the in- 
terpofition of Hills, or high grounds, hindring, or con- 
trolling the Seas free play arid pailage for fo many miles 
together. The place then, with the parts, the trad above 
and below it, from the condition, or conftitutionof it, is 
plainly not unapt or uncapable of the Seas infinuation and 
influence. 

If any (hall objed, Canterbury s being in the way, as an 
obftrudion or bar 5 they are eafily enough anfwered. For 
although that City feemeth, and indeed is, at this day, for 
the moft part fomewhat elevated above the pitch of the 
reft of the Valley or Level we are upon 5 yet not fo much 
as to defend it felf many times from floods, and over- 
flowings in the lower, and moft deprefled parts of it, even 
by the Springs it ftands upon, to her great damage and 
annoyance : towards the helping whereof, by the care 

and 
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and providence of former ages, it is very certain, and by- 
digging Wells, Vaults, Cellars and the like, daily experi- 
mented, that the moft part of the City, not excepting the 
very he^rt and center of it, is made and railed ground j 
the tokens of foundations upon foundations, to a very 
confiderable depth, daily appearing, and the ground (as 
at Amfterdam^ Venice and elfewhere) forfupporting fuper- 
ftruftures, in feveral places often ftuck and ftuft'd with 
Piles of Wood, or long Poles and Stakes, forced into the 
ground, as Wells and Cellar-diggers have informed me. 
Nay, and as if where about now the Bull-ftake Market- 
place is kept, the River had fometime had its courfe or 
current. Pits aud otherlike Tanners Qtenfils, have, not 
many years iince, been met withal in digging for Cellars 
thereabouts. To this let me add, that my very next 
neighbour in Cajlle-jlreet , v/ithin thefe thirty years 
finking a Cellar, did a good depth (five or fix foot deepy 
light upon, and was put to fome (top and ftand in his 
work, by a ftrong and well couched arched piece of Ro- 
^^/?Tileor'Brick,which he was fain to take, or break afun- 
der, and remove, before he could proceed. Hereof I was 
an eye-witnefs, and ("for curiofity fake) took one of the 
Bricks or Tiles to my felf, which with fome otherlike 
Roman remains f fome found in that which is my own 
Garden J I keep by me to this day. However then, Can- 
terbury may now feem to ftand in the Eftpfar/s way 5 yet 
time was when in probability it did noc 3 w^hen I mean 
the place, the foil which now the City occupies, as the 
reft of the whole Valley both above and below it, was of 
too low a pitch, to be an obftacle to it. 

2. As to the fecond enquiry, ( whether probably the 
Sea did ever adually infinuate it felf fofar as to this place, 
and whenj the anfwer is nothing fo eafie : Record of it 
we have none. The beft and eldelt account we have how 
of the Condition, Scite and Conftitution of thefe our Eaft- 
ern Parts and Trad, we owe to Julius C^far^ and tht Ro- 
mans 
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mdm after him % from whom (alas) we have not theleaft 
fpark of light to fuch a.difcovery : rather indeed the con- 
trary ^ both the Sea-coaft, and In-Iand parts, by his, and 
their relation ; bearing in a manner one and the fame face 
and figure then as now. Howe%*er5 that the Level we 
are upon, was fometime an Mjluary^ or Arm of the Sea ; 
feveral Criteria^ or tokens, are not wanting. For exam- 
ple 5 befides what may be argued and inferred from this 
parcel of ftrange Teeth and Bones now under confiderati- 
on 5 much (as I conceive) there is of probability for it, re- 
fulting from our Rivers name of &^/^re,more anciently, not 
feldom both called and written Mflur^ EJiure^ &c. which I 
doubt not to proceed and come from the Latin JEfimrmm^ 
and in procefs of time to have been corrupted andccirratted 
into Sture and Stoure 5 giving name in part to Siofirmoulh^ 
a place (a Parifti) about fix miles Eaftward from Canter bw- 
rji ; fo called from the Rivers difemboguing there into the 
Sea, or Salt-water, flowing up thither, a^ alfo giving 
name to that Mannor of the Archbiftiop's, at this day, and 
for fome ages paft called Wefigate-Court^ at Canterbury t^ but 
more anciently, as in the Conquerors time (witnefs Domef- 
day-hook) called,the Mannor of Efhre and E fiure fate, it om 
its fituation by the Sture or Stoure. From which occafion 
doubtlefs, the late Lord Finch's Seat in — — about five or 
fix miles nearer to the Spring head, at this day vulgarly 
mifcalled Eaji-Steward ^ is of old fometime called EJiure^ 
fometime Et-fiure. From Saxon Monuments and Records 
I could eafily trace the name up to a very high date, by 
many examples. 

But to leave that, and proceed to other Criteria ; as by 
the Teeth and Bones now under confideration, we have 
an inftance on that fide of the Valley for the probability 
of the Seas quondam occupation of it; fo I ftiaH give you 
here another no lefs remarkable* from the other, or oppo- 
fice fide of it. By credible relation and afiurance then you 
may know, that a place called Weftbere^ an obfcure Village 
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about three miles from Canterbury^ Eaftward, lying under 
the brow ef the Hill ftreichii g out by Vpjireete, as far 
as to the Weft end of Sarr-wall, by whicii you naake your 
enrrarjce mioThanet ; unon the like occafion to thai here 
at Chartham, (riiC digging, or finking of a WeliJ at a very 
great depth, ftorc ot Oyfters and otiicrh'ke (helis, together 
with an iron Anchor, firm and unimpaired, were found 
and turned, up in our time. The hke I have been told of 
an Anchor in our days digged up at Broomedowne^ on the 
fame fide of the Level fomewhat above Canterbury^ Weft- 
ward. And although I can at prefent inftance only in 
thefe few on either tide the Valley ^ yet happily upon en- 
quiry other might be found for confirming our conjefture* 
And I ftiall defire and Jiope, that every ingenuous perfon 
will fo far obhge and encourage me, as upon this over- 
ture to help me in this refearch and fcrutiny, by imparting 
to me, what either of his own knowledge, or credible re- 
lation from others, may conduce towards fo noble a dif- 
covery, 

5. Mean time let us entertain our {elves with our third 
Query, and fee if happily fomewhat may not thence re- 
fult adminicular and fuppletory to what may be defedive 
and wanting in the former. Our third Query now is, how 
in probability, and when this Valley or Level, being once 
Sea-land, (hould come to be fo quite deferted, and for- 
faken oi the Sea, as it is at this day, the Sea not approach- 
ing it by fo many, a dozen miles, or more > In anfwer 
whereof, I muft needs fay and grant, that in cafe this Le- 
vel were once Sea, an JEjinaryl mean, or Arm of it'^ fo 
very long it was ago, as we may not reafonably thinks 
that Canierhury ( whether as a City, or never fo mean a 
'Bagus^ or Village) was then in rerumnatura, or a place in- 
habited ; which happily it may have been, if not as long 
as Jnliuir C^y^rsdays, yet undoubtedly not long after. For 
an account we have oi it (as of fomeorher places in JK^e/;^) 
in the Romans time, both from Ptolemy the Geographer, 

Anto^ 
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AnUnlnm Itherarj and elfe where. Now fas was hinted 
eVewiiileJ elder Records either of -KT^^^l, orofBrrto^that 
we may confide in as Authentick, we have none that I 
know of before the fi^i^^ii^j' time : no written credible evi« 
dences to help us in this fcrutiny. We muft therefore ei- 
ther fit us down, and reft contented to throw off all fur- 
ther enquiry, or elfe caft about for intormaiion as w^ecan. 
Such as are ior riiis latter will tell you, that the world (all 
know) is very agcd^ many tiioufand years old, and that 
many and manitoldare the alterations, changes and muta- 
tions, vvbtch time hath mide in leverai pans and quarters 
of the world, to the notice and difcovery whereof no 
written Pvecord, or unwrircen Tradition at this day, can 
reach or dhxd us : Trad don it felf (longer liv'a many 
times riian any written evidexicej failing us for age. Of 
fuch a natuic they conceive rray chis of the JEjimrj be, 
fo very ancient, as time bp-tb quite worn out the memory 
of it 5 withdrawn all iight from us, that might condud 
us in the fcrutiny, and lett us as men in the dark, without 
either mla or vejiigmm to {tumble out our way, and rome 
and ramble at oncertainties. Such a one happily ftiall he 
fee thought, that adventuring ro conjedure at the reafon 
and occafion of the Seas recefs here, with an abfolute vale- 
didion to tht place of iis v/onted refort, fhall pitch upon 
the Seas breaking, burftiog and cleaving afunder that Ijih- 
mm^ or neckof Land, between Ganland Britain^ rendring 
the latter of the fame Coniinent with the. former, fuch 
things f 'tis certain J have hapned elfewhere. Thus (faith 
Seneca) hath the Sea rent Spain from the Continent of A- 
frick^ Thus (as he addsj) by Deucalion s flood, was Sicily 
cut itomhalj. More instances of this kind may be found 
hi Mr Camhdens Cantium, and elfewhere. And although 
there be no certain evidence of fuch an accident here from 
ancient either Hiftorians or Geographers ; yet is the thing 
fo ftrongly and rationally argued, by himefpecially, as by 
Verjiegan alfo. Twine and others before him 5 and the con- 

jefture 
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jefture backed with fiich plenty and probable CnV^m, hf 
the former ; that what others may think I know not ^ but 
were i of the Jury, I (hould more than incline to concur 
with them^ who find for the Iftkmus. Efpecialiy, when to 
the plenty of Arguments muftered up by Mr Cambdm^l Qial! 
have contributed this one, by him and the reft omitted^ 
which IS, that by a received conftant Tradition, Rommj- 
Mar \ that large and fpacious Level, containing f faith Mr 
C(imh:ka) 1 4 miles in length, and Sin breadth, was fome- 
iim^. S'ia-land^iying wholly under Salt-water, and i% there- 
fore o:c fome not improperly called, the Seas gift ^ which 
having when time was forfaken it^arid withdrawn his wont- 
ed iniluence from it j the place thereupon become and con- 
tinues firm Land. And if I may guefsat thetime and 
occafion of both that, atid our CunUrhHry Levels re- 
covery and riddance from Sea, I diall ffor my part 
with fubmiffion to better judgments) be apt to pitch 
upon that of che Seas breaking through, and in time 
working and waftiing away that l\lhmHs between Us 
and trance. And then whereas betoretime Rommy Le- 
vel ("which had and hath its Stoures too, or Mjharia as 
well as ours) and this other not improbably (^no highLands 
as we fee.inierpofiog tor impeding their conjundion) were 
but one and the fame Level, and lay under the Seas andSalt 
waters tyranny; now both the one and the other Cthe Sea 
having fo much play and elbovv room, than formerly by 
cleaving afunder the Iflhm^ii) wererefcued from it, and of 
an JEjharj, became fucb a rich and noble Valley or Le- 
vel, as is fecond to none (I take it J in EngUmL 

I am refoived to keep home, and conceiv^^ my (elf no 
further concerned than in our own LeveL But if from 
hence any other (hall take an hint to contider of the Ne^ 
therUnds or Low Countries^ and enquire whether thofe in 
whole, or in part, may have not arifen ouc of, and con- 
jetturally affigned for our Kentip Lowlands ; I ftiall not 
at all wonder at it, thinking it (for my partj a task not 

D d d d d d m- 



unworthy a learned, judicious, fober undertaker t and 
were I as much concerned, and as well inftruded there as 
here, I ftiould not know how to purge myfelt of negli- 
gence, if I did not undertake it with the firft* 
^ 4. To come at length to the fourth and kft of cur 
Queries, by what means the Sea once having its play there 
(at Chartham) this Creature comes to lye and be found fo 
deepin the ground, and under fuch alhelving bank ? My 
anfwer is, that fuppofing thi^ with the reft of the Level 
or Valley once occupied by theSea orSalt-v^ater, that be- 
ing a Creature which by flaxes and refluxes al\¥ays is in 
motion, and thereby in tinife beating upon, and working 
itfelf into the bank, or rifing ground there, might at 
length fo far undermine, eat into^ and loolen it, as to fetch 
down fo much Mould or Earth upon,, or over the place,as to 
lodge the Creature at fo great a depth. Or elfe perhaps^ 
the continual agitation of the Water, might in rime 
force, drive up, and caft over it, that great quantity of 
Oufe, Earth and other matter under which it lay. By 
the way, it is obferved that the nature of the Soil here 
and there^ is fuch, fo loofe, fupple, rotten and fandy, 
that meerJy of itfelf, it is apt to fink and fall in ^ as was 
ktely experienced by a Saw- pit, digg'd hard by, v/hich 
after a little time by the Earths giving way on each fide 
of it, fell in, and fiird up itfelf. 

Thus have you (gentle Readers) out Churtham Netvs^ 
or difcoveries with the circumftances, and the ufe my !it- 
tie skill will ferve me to make of them^ in point either 
of Hiftory or Geography. Arcana they are, but whether 
ianti'y whether I mean, grateful, or ufeful to the Publick, 
is left to the judicious Antiquaries, Naturaliiis, dv. who 
are defired to take the matter where the Hiftorian hath 
left it. It hath been the Finders care and goodwill, 
as to preferve, fo to expofe and communicate what he 
hath found: and if at length to this of the parts, and by 
them afulldifcovery of the whole, by the skill and dex- 
terity 
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terity pf the learned in the School, an4 fecrets of Nature, 
may be ajlded, tor the benefit of the Common wealth of 
Learning 3 both the Finder and Relate r will think their 
time and pain* very well both beftowed and recora- 
penced. 

the exaU Figure (part ofvphat the Author intended^ if 
he had lived) of two of the Teeth, is here engraved Fig: 9. 




. Fart of a Letter, giving an Account of a^perfon 
who can neither Read nor Write, yet will reckon 
Sumnu to great exa^nefs. Communicated by 
Mr Locke. 

Rotterdam, March 25. 1701. 

YEfterday I had here a young Lad of 17 years old, 
that can neither read nor write, that out of his head 
will reckon any the moft difficult fumms you can give 
him, even to the utmoft fraftions. I gave him an ave- 
rage to make of a Ship run afliore, to fave Ship and Goods 
were worth 13679,14. the charges oh the falvage was 
2931,16. I askt him how much that was per Cent, he 
told me, after a little talking to himfelf, that it was 2 1 
gild. 9 ft. and a fmall fraftion, and fo it is. I askt him 
what 4943,9, 2a48,4, 2244,7, "21:94,7, 544,19, 351,18, 
and 52,16 muft pay refpeftively, he told meexadly tofo 
many Stivers and rim. I askt how he came by that know- 
ledge, he faid by felling Sea Snails (Aljkreucke»)2ir)dMuC' 
cles, for which he received nothing but doits, and fo he 
brought his Father home fo mlny doits, but .could never 
tell how much money they amounted to, till he askt his 
Father how many doits made a gilder, and being 160, 

then 
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